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Greetings and Happy New Year! 

We hope everyone’s is off to a 

great start!  

As we look back on 2019, we 

see a Bucks County that 

continues to grow, especially in 

terms of proposed residential developments 

and non-residential space in the warehouse and 

industrial sectors, while still maintaining a 

vigorous agricultural land preservation program, 

with over 18,000 acres preserved. This is a good 

sign! With over 300 reviews conducted by staff 

this past year, activity is steady, and we envision 

a similarly robust 2020.  

While some may disagree as to whether we are 

in a new decade, there is no question, we are 

embarking on a new and exciting time! Staff will 

be gearing up for two major projects this year. 

We look to update the County’s Hazard 

Mitigation Plan as well as our own 

Comprehensive Plan. Both projects will require 

significant public outreach and we will make 

sure that all citizens are properly notified, as we 

begin in earnest.  

Census 2020 is around the corner, and staff 

continues to provide support to get the word 

out to ensure a complete count! 

Building on our accomplishments in 2019, be 

sure to check out our Maps and Data Portal as it 

continues to evolve throughout 2020. 

dataportal-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/  

My door is always open and I may be reached 

via email or phone at estone@buckscounty.org 

or 215.345.3401. I look forward to hearing from 

you and welcome your feedback.  

Enjoy Planning InSight! 
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2020 Census 
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With only two months until the 2020 Census, it’s 

crucial to continue educating residents on the 

importance of participating. A successful census 

in our communities will help inform much of our 

local planning and decision-making process, 

support community initiatives, and ensure 

accurate and fair program funding.  

Visit the BCPC’s 2020 Census portal: 

2020census-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/  

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission (PHMC) offers Keystone 

Historic Preservation Planning and 

Construction Grants.  

Deadline to apply: March 2, 2020  

www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/Grants-

Funding/Pages/default.aspx  

The County of Bucks is requesting 

proposals from municipalities and 

organizations with prospective projects 

suitable for Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) funding. Projects 

must comply with 24 CFR Part 570. 

Deadline to apply: March 18, 2020. 

www.buckscounty.org/government/

CommunityServices/

CommunityEconomicDevelopment/

ApplicationsReportsOtherResources  

The County of Bucks Housing Services 

Department is accepting applications for 

funding under HUD’s 2020 HOME 

Investment Partnerships Program and 

County's Housing Trust Fund programs. 

Deadline to apply: March 18, 2020. 

www.buckscounty.org/government/

HumanServices/HousingServices  

The National Endowment for the Arts 

offers the Challenge America Grant. This 

grant offers support to small and mid-

sized organizations for projects that 

extend the reach of the arts to 

underserved populations.  

Deadline to apply: April 11, 2019.  

www.arts.gov/grants-organizations/

challenge-america/grant-program-

Thumbs Up 
Consumers are seldom to leave a good review 

for a job well done and are more inclined to 

leave a review of a negative experience. The 

Office of Bucks County Consumer Protection 

would like to hear more about those 

experiences of great customer service that 

consumers have had. If you would like to 

submit a “Thumbs Up” as a thank you to a 

business or particular employee, email: 

consumerprotection@buckscounty.org, with 

the subject line “good customer service.” 

Please provide the business, employee name, 

and mailing address along with a summary of 

the positive experience you 

had. They will be sent a 

“Thumbs Up” certificate of 

appreciation. For helpful 

consumer tips and 

brochures, visit: 

www.buckscounty.org/government/

CommunityServices/ConsumerProtection  

Welcome Commissioners! 
On January 6th, the newly elected officials 

were sworn into office. The BCPC is excited to 

welcome Commissioner Gene DiGirolamo and 

Commissioner Robert J. Harvie Jr., Vice Chair, 

along with incumbent Commissioner Diane M. 

Ellis-Marseglia, LCSW, who is entering her 

fourth term on the Board of Commissioners 

and has been appointed Chair. 
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How many county and state parks 

are there in Bucks? 
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Trivia Answer: 

Bucks County has 16 
county and state parks, 

totaling 7,500 acres. 
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Comprehensive Planning  

The comprehensive plan is one of the most 

important tools that municipalities can use for 

land use planning and local governance. It is a 

document that describes a shared vision for the 

future of a community, and includes strategies 

and recommendations for how to achieve that 

vision.  

The municipal comprehensive plan provides a 

firm guide for officials making land use decisions 

and serves as a basis for local zoning and 

subdivision and land development ordinances. 

Plan development and periodic updates are 

greatly enhanced with public participation 

through the use of resident and business 

surveys, town hall meetings, and other 

community outreach efforts.  

While the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning 

Code (PaMPC) appears to mandate that 

comprehensive plans take an exhaustive 

evaluation of a community and its goals, many 

planners have begun to rethink this traditional 

model of planning. This is in large part due to 

the fact that comprehensive plans are often 

quickly forgotten and sit on the shelf rather than 

become the dynamic contributors to municipal 

policy that they are intended to be.  

At its core, a comprehensive plan should be 

measured on its success. The plan should focus 

on addressing select and actionable issues that 

will benefit the day-to-day lives of a 

community’s residents. It should also be user-

friendly: this can be done by simplifying a plan’s 

recommendations, moving community 

background and data to the plan appendices, or 

streamlining the plan into a summary 

document.  

Staff of the BCPC provide professional planning 

services and have assisted 34 of the county’s 54 

municipalities with plan updates and related 

public outreach efforts. If you would like more 

information on BCPC comprehensive planning 

services, please contact our office.  

For all municipalities that attended the 

mandatory January 14th Transportation & 

Community Development Initiative (TCDI)  

pre-application meeting* at DVRPC, this is a 

reminder of key dates and tips as you move 

forward with your applications. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ 

ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎΦ 

January 15th the application portal opened  

February 21st applications are due  

March 31st a resolution of support from your 
municipality’s council or board is due 

*If your municipality was unable to attend the meeting on 

January 14th, please contact Rich Brahler at 

rgbrahler@buckscounty.org or 215.345.3427 for more 

information.  

Tips for completing your application: 

¶ Once the application is submitted it cannot be 

changed or edited.  

¶ A map of the location of the proposed project 

must be included. 

¶ 20% of project cost must be a local match. 

¶ There is a soft cap of $100,000 for single 

municipal projects and $175,000 for multi-

municipal projects. There is a soft floor of 

$50,000. 

¶ Projects that can be funded through the 

region’s TIP program aren’t eligible for TCDI. 

¶ The proposed project must have a connection 

to the region’s transportation network and 

implement principles from DVRPC’s 

Connections 2045 plan.  
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TCDI Reminder 

Electronics Recycling 
Vintage Tech Electronics Recyclers will be accepting 

electronics to be recycled for FREE from Bucks 

County residents for 2020. This includes: 

televisions, computers, laptops, monitors, printers, 

cell phones, and other personal electronic devices 

you have at home.  

Vintage Tech is located at 900 Wheeler Way, Suite 

B, Langhorne, PA, and is open for residential 

electronic drop offs Monday through Friday, from 

7:00 AM to 2:30 PM. Questions, call 267.512.6211. 

This grant provides funding for municipalities or 

counties looking to enhance their current 

recycling program. Contact the PADEP with any 

questions regarding this grant. The deadline to 

apply is March 20, 2020. More information can 

be found at:  

pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/

secure/pabulletin/data/vol49/49-

50/1859.html&search=1&searchunitkeywords= 

Act 101 Section 902 Recycling Grant 
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